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BOARD BILL NUMBER 97    INTRODUCED BY:  PRESIDENT LEWIS E. REED 1 

An ordinance recommended by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, 2 

making a supplemental appropriation to the Annual Budget Ordinance 70963 for Fiscal 3 

Year beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020 amounting to the sum of Three 4 

Million and Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($3,500,000) for the purpose of purchasing 5 

body-worn cameras for the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department, and containing an 6 

Emergency Clause. 7 

WHEREAS, the Annual Budget Ordinance 70963 was approved on June 30, 8 

2019; and 9 

WHEREAS, the charter, Article XVI, Section 6, authorizes supplemental 10 

appropriations when recommended by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment; and 11 

WHEREAS, after review of the Fiscal Year-End Report prepared by the City of 12 

St. Louis Budget Director, it was revealed that the City has a Twenty-Three Million 13 

Dollar ($23,000,000) budget surplus; and  14 

WHEREAS, in 2014, the discussion about body-worn cameras began in the City 15 

of St. Louis after the shooting of Mike Brown in Ferguson; after years of review, 16 

discussion, debate and trial-runs, the City is ready to outfit the St. Louis Metropolitan 17 

Police Department with body-worn cameras; and 18 

WHEREAS, according to a study by Cambridge University, the introduction of 19 

wearable cameras in police departments led to a 93 percent drop in complaints made 20 

against police by the public; body cameras not only protect the police officers, but it also 21 

increases trust and community relations with the residents; and  22 
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WHEREAS, approximately half of the nation’s 18,000 law enforcement agencies 1 

have some type of body-camera program; many agencies selected to deploy body 2 

cameras to improve officer safety, increase evidence quality, reduce civilian complaints, 3 

improve accountability, improving community perceptions, and reduce use of force; and 4 

WHEREAS, numerous municipalities throughout the St. Louis region have 5 

deployed body-worn cameras in their police departments; some of those agencies 6 

include: Bellefontaine Neighbors Police; Brentwood Police; Bridgeton Police; 7 

Chesterfield Police; Clayton Police; Moline Acres Police; Town and Country Police; 8 

Richmond Heights Police and St. Louis County Police; and 9 

WHEREAS, on September 20, 2017, the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 10 

unanimously voted and agreed to move forward with a free trial of body cameras and to 11 

form a request for proposal committee to seek out proposals for a permanent body-worn 12 

camera solution for the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department; ultimately, the 13 

committee did not enter into contract with a permanent vendor; at the Board of Estimate 14 

and Apportionment meeting on Wednesday, August 21, 2019, the City of St. Louis 15 

Mayor committed to reconvening a request for proposal committee to enter into contract 16 

with a vendor; the funds from this ordinance will be used to ensure funding is in place for 17 

a permanent vendor.  18 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS AS FOLLOWS: 19 

SECTION ONE.  Pursuant to the recommendation of the Board of Estimate and 20 

Apportionment, there is hereby authorized a supplemental appropriation amending 21 

Ordinance 70963 in the amount of Three Million and Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 22 
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($3,500,000) from the Unreserved General Fund Balance for the fiscal year ending June 1 

30, 2020 to Fund 1010, Department 650, Account 5534000 for expenses relating to the 2 

acquisition of body-worn cameras for the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department.  3 

SECTION TWO. Emergency Clause.   4 

This being an Ordinance necessary for the immediate preservation of public peace, health 5 

and safety, it is hereby declared to be an emergency measure within the meaning of 6 

Sections 19 and 20 of Article IV of the Charter of the City of St. Louis and therefore this 7 

Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage and approval by the  8 





Summary 


Board Bill Number 97 


Sponsored by President Lewis E. Reed 


Date: September 13, 2019 


 


An ordinance recommended by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, making a 


supplemental appropriation to the Annual Budget Ordinance 70963 in the amount of $3,500,000 


for the purpose of providing funding for body-worn cameras for the St. Louis Metropolitan 


Police Department. Approximately half of the nation’s 18,000 law enforcement agencies have 


some type of body-camera program. Many agencies select to deploy body cameras to improve 


officer safety, increase evidence quality, reduce civilian complaints, improve accountability, 


improving community perceptions, and reduce use of force. Numerous municipalities throughout 


the St. Louis region have deployed body-worn cameras in their police departments. Some of 


those agencies include: Bellefontaine Neighbors Police; Brentwood Police; Bridgeton Police; 


Chesterfield Police; Clayton Police; Moline Acres Police; Town and Country Police; Richmond 


Heights Police and St. Louis County Police. On September 20, 2017, the Board of Estimate and 


Apportionment unanimously voted and agreed to move forward with a free trial of body cameras 


and to form a request for proposal committee to seek out proposals for a permanent body-worn 


camera solution for the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department. Ultimately, the committee did 


not enter into contract with a permanent vendor. At the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 


meeting on Wednesday, August 21, 2019, the City of St. Louis Mayor committed to reconvening 


a request for proposal committee to enter into contract with a vendor. The funds from this 


ordinance will be used to ensure funding is in place for a permanent vendor. 





